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Consumer price index

The consumer price index for Melbourne increased
0.4 per cent between December quartecr 1993 and
March quarter 1994, resulting in an annual increase of
(March guarter 1994 on March quarter 1993 ) of 1.6
per cent,

The weighted average of the eight capital cities
increased 0.4 per cent between December guarter
1993 and March quarter 1994 and by 1.4 per cent
between March quarters 1993 and 1994.

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE OF THE CIVILIAN
POPULATION AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER
{Trend series)
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Unemployment raie

The trend estimate of the unemployment rate for
Victoria in March 1994 remained constant at the
February 1994 rate of 11.7 per cent. This followed
consecutive monthly decreases from 12.5 per cent in
September 1993 to 11.9 per cent in January 1994,

At the national levcl the unemployment rate (trend)
decreased by a 0.1 percentage point to 10.4 per cent
following monthly consccutive decreases —since
September 1993,

Readers are reminded that trend estimates are subject to revision as subsequent months data become available,

. Jfor further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related
unpublished statistics, contact Tony Ward or Dinny Jaconis on Melboume (03) 615 7000; or

INQUIRIES  any ABS State officc.

. for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Services
Melbourne (03) 615 7000; or any ABS State office.




TABLE 1. VICTOR]IA IN RELATION TO OTHER STATES AND AUSTRALIA (a)

Vietoria
asa
percentage
Reference ‘ of
Indicator period NSW Vie. pid 54 W4 Tas. Aust (b} Australia
Employed persons 000 Mar 94 26330 1,9559 |,4083 637.5 7823 195.2 78382 25.0
*Unemployment rate
- trend series per cent Mar 94 10.1 1.7 g8 11.1 87 11.8 10.4
Average weekly total earnings
- all employees (c) § Novgr9d 53720 52700 49620 49250 50520 50170 521.50
Consumer price index, all groups () 1989-90=100  Mar qr 94 109.1 111.2 1108 1136 108.6 1.9 1104 .
*New dwelling units approved no. Feb 94 3535 2,116 31953 851 2,100 34 13,884 19.6
Vailue of all buildings approved $m Feb 94 606.5 645.1 456.3 1082 218.4 327 2,136.0 302
Engineering construction
- commenced, total $m Dec 93 8192 456.9 604.7 176.8 3073 353 25181 8.1
- yet to be done, total $m Dec93 16776 8784 9916 174.8 4349 806 4348.1 202
Housing finance for owner occupation $m Jan94 10274 7316 6459 2459 460.2 90 372761 225
Retail turnover - trend estimates Im Feb94 297790 19944 15034 655.8 8756 2163 84746 235
New motor vehicle registrations
- seasonally adjusted no. Mar94 15876 11477 7,774 3221 5,003 9000 45,755 235
Takings, licensed hotels, motets and
guest houses with facilities 37000 Decqr$3 243561 110,502 203370 38,096 57593 18,661 709,542 15.6
Exports { excluding re-exports ) $m Feb %4 1,034.4 9263 9001 3004 1,225 76.7 46122 201
Imports $m Feb9d 19192 1,504.0 4572 175.6 301.3 21.2 44079 341
*Industrial disputes (12 months ended Jan 94) )
- working days lost per '000 employees no. Jan 94 90 169 132 52 52 28 108 .-
Electricity production million kWh Jan 94 4710 a.p 2,753 %06.0 1,364 op 13,171 n.a.
*Actual privaie new capital expenditure
- seasonally adjusted Sm Dec qr 1993 1,94C 1,846 %23 304 1,710 75 6,759 27.3
CHANGE OVER SAME PERIOD PREVIOUS YEAR ( PER CENT)
*Employed persons '000 Mar 94 39 0.6 30 0.5 22 20 2.3
Unemployment rate
- trend series per cent Mar 94
Average weekly total earnings
- all employees (c) $ Novar9 1.4 44 48 48 30 57 34
Consumer price index, all groups ¢} 1983-90=100 Mar qr 94 08 16 1.6 1.8 2.1 26 14
New dwelling units approved no. Feb 94 -100 163 15.7 2213 277 60.0 &4
Value of all buitdings approved 3m Feb 94 29 93.1 218 215 -17.0 6.2 17.0
Engineering construction
- commenced, total sm Dec 93 127 -11.6 216 0.3 218 -19.8 36
- yet 10 be done, total $m Dec 93 53 0.5 0.6 -14.6 -12.9 -45.6 -53
Housing finance for owner occupation $m Jan 94 322 35.2 234 226 53.7 234 316
*Retail turnover - trend estimates Sm Feb 94 48 29 48 8.1 11.7 42 5.1
New motor vehicle registrations
- seasonally adjusted ne. Mar 94 -1.2 14.4 -12.4 5.9 103 -13.1 1.7
Takings, licensed hotels, motels and
guest houses with facilities $°000 Decqr93 94 38 152 5.6 10.8 94 100
Exports { excluding re-exports } Sm Feb 94 05 L7 69 111 51 -85 29
Imports $m Feb 94 1.1 10.7 -14.6 2331 -16.2 -2.5 -0.5
Industrial disputes (12 months ended Jan 94)
- working days tost per 000 employees no. Jan 94 59 -54.4 88.6 108.0 -45 8 -90.1 316
Electricity production miltion kWh Jan 94 6.0 ns 7.7 228 EX na. 09
Actual private new capita) expenditure
- seasonally adjusted $m Decgr 1993 -19.5 3.3 -20.4 2273 26.8 -39.5 -1.5

¢a) Al figures are original unless otherwise stated. () The Australian total includes figures for NT and the ACT (¢} Available only for the middle month of
the quarter. * An asterisk before a statistical series denotes that a corresponding graph is included in the relevant section.
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TABLE 2. ECONOMIC INDICATORS, VICTORIA AND AUSTRALIA

Victoria Austrafic
Figures % Change Figures % Change
Qver same Victoria
Over  period . Over as a
Reference Latest Preceding preceding previous Latest preceding % of  Sowurce
Indicator period  period  period  period vear  period  period Australia index (g
Population -
Estimated resident population 000 Jun 93 44621 44614 0.0 03 17,6615 0.2 25.3 i
Civilian population aged 15 years and over  "000 Mar 34 47292 35194 344 339 13,8885 0.1 341 2
Labour force -
Labour force
- original series 000 Mar94 22281 22148 0.6 02 87874 03 254 2
- seasonally adjusted 000 Mar94 22189 2,193 1.2 08 87295 0.0 254 2
- trend estimate 000 Mar94 22006 22013 0.0 0% 8,736.8 0.0 252 2
Participation rate- seasonatly adjusted per cent Mar 94 63.0 623 629 2
*Unemployment rate
- original series per cent Mar 94 122 1390 10.8 2
- seasonally adjusted per cent Mar 94 11.7 11.8 10.3 2
- trend estimate per cent Mar 94 17 117 10.4 2
Employed persons by industry e}
Agriculture, forestry, fishing, etc () 000 Novgr9 1036 926 11.9 8.1 518.2 2.8 26.0 13,14
Manufacturing 00¢  Novqr93 3466 340.1 19 -4.3 11221 34 3¢9 13, 14
Construction 000  Novgr93 118.8 1121 6.0 03 5587 0.1 213 13,14
‘Whadesale and retail 060 Novgr93 4316 430.8 02 34 16445 17 26.2 13, 14
Transport and storage ‘000 Novgr93 863 78.9 94 20 373.1 1.4 2341 13,14
Finance, property and business services 000 Novqr93 2276 2265 0.5 04 8820 238 258 13, 14
Community services (c) 060  Novgqr93 3577 3522 1.6 -0.9 1501 6 0.9 238 13, 14
Recreational, personal and other services  "000 Nov qr 93 145.1 138.1 sl 9.1 640.0 4.0 227 13, 14
Other industries () ‘000  Novqr93 150.3 163.6 -18 2.3 5929 23 253 13, 14
Totat all industries 000 Novgr93 19676 19300 19 07 78331 1.9 25.1 13, 14
Job vacancies (e) - original series 000 Feb 94 1.3 0.8 14.1 54.8 45.9 20.2 246 3
Overtime (e)
Average weekly hours per employee hours Feb 94 131 1.46 -10.3 15.9 1.22 -6.2 3
Employees working overtime per cent Feb 94 17.23 17.45 -13 11.4 16.80 21 3
Average weekly employee eamings (¢)
Full-time adult- totai $ Novgr9l 638.20 633.40 08 2.8 642.50 10 4
All employees - total § Novgr93: 527.00 521.10 1.1 4.4 521.50 02 4
Award rates of pay
Full-time adult employees June 85=100 Feb 94 142.0 1420 0.0 0.6 1409 0.1 3
Industrial disputes (12 months ended Jan 94)
Working days lost per ‘000 employees uo. Jan 94 169 169 00 544 108 0.0 6
*Cousumer price ludex (e}
All groups 1989-90=100 Mar qr 94 1112 110.8 04 16 1104 04 7
*Retail trade establishments
Value of turpover
- original series $m Feb94 1,7780¢ 18794 5.4 47 74889 -6.6 237 8
- trend estimate $m Feb94 19944 19936 0.0 28 84746 04 235 8
- seasonally adjusted (198%-90 prices) $m Decqr93 53729 353976 035 2.0 22,503.0 1.9 23.9 8
*Orversess trade -
Irmponts $m Feb94 15040 16100 66 107 44079 9.4 341 9
Exports ( exclude re-exports ) $m Feb 94 926.3 9589 -34 1.7 46162 1.3 20.1 10
Tourism -
Caravan parks - takings $000 Decqr93 19,09 15301 248 51 108,504 4.0 17.6 23
Licensed hotels, motels and
guest houses with facilities
- Takings $000 Decqr93 110502 100,636 98 38 709,542 5.6 15.6 23
- Room occupancy rate percent Dec gr93 476 432 55.5 23

See footnotes at end of table.



TABLE 2. ECONOMIC INDICATORS, YICTORIA AND AUSTRALIA - (continued)
Victoria Austraiia
Figures % Change Figures % Change
Qver same Victoria
Over  period Over as o
Reference Latest Preceding preceding previous Lasest preceding %aof  Source
Indicator period periad  period  period year period period Ausiralia  index (a)
*New motor vehicle registrations -
New motor vehicle registtations
- original series no. Mar 94 12,713 10,700 {88 14.2 32,687 14.7 24.1 11
- seasonally adjusted RO. Mar 94 1,477 11,449 02 144 45755 94 254 11
- trend estimate no. Mar 94 11,622 11,435 |.& 12.9 48,713 1.2 239 1
Cars and station wagons
- original series no. Mar 94 10,861 9.289 16.9 126 43695 12.4 24.9 1,12
- seasonally adjusted no. Mar 94 9,785 9919 -1.4 124 37921 -J1.3 258 11,12
Other motar vehicles ( excludes motor cycles }
- original series no. Mar 94 1,852 1411 313 246 8,992 269 206 11,12
- seasonally adjusted RO. Mar 94 1,692 1,530 10.6 274 7,835 1.1 216 11,12
Masufactnring -
Actual private new capital expenditure
- original series $m Dec qr 1993 738 618 194 26.7 1,987 112 374 15,16
Production -
Whole milk million litres Dec 94 587 629 6.7 g5 881 -5.5 66.6 17,18
Burter tonnes Dec 93 15679 16,188 31 28 17.925 29 R7.5 19
Cheese (incl. cheddar and non-cheddar) tonnes Dec 93 14,486 14,78¢ 2.0 7.0 24256 29 59.6 14
Yarns
- Cotton tonnes Jan 94 608 1,333 -54.4 3o 1,583 -3t4 R4 17,18
- Woollen tonnes Jan 94 931 1,165 201 41.5 1,113 ird by 836 17,18
Woven fabric
- Cotton 000 sqm Jan 94 - 577 1.634 -64.7 -18.7 1,695 551 34.0 17,18
- Woollen {inciudes worsted wool) 000 sq m Jan 94 226 178 -39 -19.6 360 2324 61.2 17,18
- Man-made fibres 000 sq m Jan 94 3,195 5934 -46.2 94 9,801 278 323 17, 18
Textite floor covenngs ‘000 sg m Jan 94 2,146 2036 -269 363 2,524 -26.4 850 17,18
Clay bricks million Jan 94 i1 21 -47.6 0.0 110 2236 10.¢ 17, 18
Ready mixed concrete 000 cum Nov 93 245 246 04 6.5 1,297 035 189 20
Paints and other surface coatings
- Architectural and decorative paints "G00 litres Nov 93 1675 1882 11.0 8.1 10,082 4.8 16.6 21
Electricity - production million kWh fan 94 np 3,224 na n.a 13,171 -2 n.a 22
Gas - available for issue through maing  million Mj Jan 94 8,436 12,236 309 -128 38251 -12.5 221 22
*Actual private new capital expenditure -
Building and structures - original sefies $m Decqr 1993 448 e 131 7.3 2234 266 20.1 15
Equipment, plant and machinery
- onginal series $m Dec qr 1993 1,511 1,298 16.4 343 5,043 97 30.0 15
Total new capital expendilire
- original series $m Dec gr 1993 1,960 1,695 15.6 301 7,277 4.4 269 15
- seasonally adjusted $m Decqr 1993 1,846 1,675 102 303 6,759 4.1 273 15
*Housing Anance for owner occupation -
Secured loans w individuais by type of lender
Ali Banks
- number of dwelling uaits financed no. Feb 94 8,9@5 13,443 23132 49 4 35422 249 254 24
- value of loans secured $m Feb 94 698.6 5379 -255 369 30267 2214 231 24
Total number of dwelling units financed no. Feb 94 9,547 14,110 2323 46.4 IR 450 255 248 24
Total value of toans securad (f} $m Feb 94 737.6 $90.3 <255 35.1 3,276.1 2223 225 24
Loan purpese (g} .
- Established dwellings $m Feb 94 560.1 787.0 -28.8 331 23976 -233 23.4 24
- Construction of dwellings $m Feb 94 116.3 150.6 228 278 547.1 2227 213 24
- Newly erected dwellings $m Feb 94 27.7 156 2222 50.5 161.3 -20.3 17.2 24
Finsnce -
Personal finance commitments - toral Sm Feb 94 4359 4317 0.5 450 2,102.] 0.1 20.7 30
Commercial finance commitments - total $m Jan94 1,6539% 2,007.7 -17.6 225  6,0850 -27.2 272 3
Lease finance commitments - total $m Jan 94 68.8 126.9 458 20.3 321.0 419 214 32

See footnotes at end of 1able.



TABLE 2. ECONOMIC INDICATORS, VICTORIA AND AUSTRALIA - (continued)

Victoria Australio
Figures % Change Figures % Change
Qver same Victaria
Cver  period . Over as a
Reference Latest Preceding preceding previous Latest preceding Y%aof  Source
Indicaror period period  periad  period vear period  period Australia  index (a)
Building Approvals -
*New residential dwelling units
- onginal seties no. Feb 94 2,716 2,183 244 16.3 13,884 87 196 25,26
- seasonally adjusted no. Feb94 . 2886 2,754 48 16.0 15,047 £.9 19.2 25,26
- irend estimate no. Feh 94 2,785 2,732 1.9 3.6 15,506 0.8 18.0 25,26
Value of non-residential buildings
- original series $m Feb 94 3634 653 456.5 2972 781.0 380 46.5 26.0
Value of all buildings ¢} ,
- onginal series Im Feb 94 645.1 3049 116 931 21360 18.4 302 260
Buildiag commencements -
New residential dwelling wnits, monathly ne. Jan94 2850 2.498 -12.5 58 na. " 270
New residential dwelling units, quarterly no. Dec gr 1993 8308.0 7487 11.0 123 44,469 -32 18.7 28.0
Building Activity -
Value of total building activity
- Commenced $m Decqr1993 14058 1,2695 10.7 206 65732 43 21.4 28
- Done $m Decqr 1993 13320 12867 35 04 57095 37 129 28
- Yet to be done $m Decqri993 13644 12732 72 27 79446 0.3 172 28
Engineering comstruction -
Yalue of work by private sector
- Commenced $m Dec gr 1993 27268 2159 50 -39 14774 21 154 29
- Done $m Dec qr 1993 2745 2953 -7.0 317 16979 8 162 20
- Yet to be done $m Dec qr 1993 577.0 623.5 1.5 14 24448 -5.2 236 2%
Value of work by public sector
- Commenced $m Dec qr1993 230.) 2732 -158 -16.0  1,040.7 -47 6 22.1 29
- Done $m Dec qr 1993 2307 198.6 16.2 210 1,303.7 tH.e 17.7 29
- Yer 10 be done $m Dec qr 1993 014 3029 -0.5 23 15033 -12.6 158 29

(a} For more information on these series, refer (o the publications listed in the source index below. ¢5) Includes hunting and mining. (e} Comprises health,
education, libraries, etc., welfare and religious instititions. and other community groups. (4} Comprises electricity, gas and water, communications, public
administration and defence. fe) Available only for the middle month of the quarter” (f) Includes, alierations and additions to residential buildings.

(¢} Excludes, aiterations and additions to residential buildings.
* An asterisk before a statistical series denotes that a corresponding graph is included in the relevant section.

|. Australian Demographic Statistics, (310.0) §12.20

2. The Labour Force, Austrafia. Preliminary, (6202.0)$10.70

3. Job Vacancies and Overtime, Australia, (6354.0) $12.70

4. Average Weekly Earnings, Stotes & Australia, (6302.0)%12.70
5. Award Rates of Pay Indexes, Australia, {6312.0y%12.70

. Industrial Disputes, Austrafia. (6321.0) $10.70

6
1. Consumer Price Index, (6401.0)311.70
8. Retail Trade Australia, (8501.0)$10.70

9. Imports, Australia, Monthiy Summary Tabies, (5433.0) $9.70
\0. Exports, Australia, Monthly Summary fables. (5432.0) $9.70
LL. Matar Vehicle Registravions, Australia, (9303.0) $10.70

SOURCE INDEX

18. Monthly Sumrmary of Statistics, Australia, (1304.0) $20.40

19. Prod. of Food, Drink and Tabacce, Australia, (8359.0) $10.70
20. Prod. of Building Materials & Fittings, Austraiia, (8361.0) $9.00
2l. Prod. of Chemicals & By-products, Austratia, (8362.0} $9.00

22. Prod of Energy Products, Austratia, (8368.0) $7.00
23, Tourist Accommodation, Austrafia, (8635.0) $20.00

24 Housing Fingnce for Owner Occupation, Austrafia, {5609.0) $10.70
25. Building Approvais. Victoria, (8731.2) $10.70

26. Building Approvals, Austraiia, (8731.0) $13.30

27. Dwelling Unit Commencemenis Reported by Approving Authorities,

Victaria, (R741.2) $10.70

12. Motor Vehicle Registrarions, Vicroria, (9303 2) $16.70 28. Building Activity, Australia, (8752.0) §14.30

13. The Labour Force, Victaria, (6202.2) $16.30 29. Engineering Cunstruction, Austrafia, (8762.0) $10.70
4. The Labour Force, Australia, {6203.0} $16.30 30. Personal Finance, Austraiia. (5642.0 Tables 1E and 3£ PC-Ausstats)
15. State Estimates of Private New Capital Expenditure. (5646.0) $10.70 31. Cemmercial Finance, Australia, (5643.0 Tables iE and 3E PC-

|&. Private New Capital Expenditure, Austratia, { 5626.0) $10.70
L7. Monthly Summary of Statistics, Victoria. {1303.2) $10.70

Aussiats)
32 Lease Finance, Austratia, (5644.0 Tables IE and 3E PC-Aussiats)
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Information and Statistical Consultancy

The Australian Bureau of Statistics is Australia’s national statistical authority. It collecis, compiles and disseminates
information on a wide range of economic, social, and demographic topics for Australia, its States and Termitories.

In addition to Dissemination of Statistical information through print and electronic media, the Bureau offers
Information and Statistical Consultancy Services as a means of handling complex questions and projects involving the
collection, use, or interpretation of statistics.

ABS consultants provide expert advice and accurate information to meet a wide variety of statistical needs - personally,
quickly and professionally. Qur consultants can help you in -

0 Meeting your specialised 1 Designing a sample
information needs O  Designing a survey questionnaire
A In-depth data investigations 3 Processing data
A Collecting information ) Analysing data
0

3  Designing a survey Assessing tenders

Call our Information and Statistical Consuitancy staff to see about the many ways we can help you. Our inquiry staff
will be happy to answer any questions you may have about the service we provide.

Melbourne (03} 615 7000 Canberra (06) 252 6627
Electronic services Floppy disk service
DISCOVERY Key *6564 for selected current Sclected ABS services are available
economic, social, and demographic on floppy disk. Further information
statistics. 15 available on (06) 252 6884,
PC-AUSSTATS Thousands of up-to-date time series Symbels and other usages
are available on this ABS on-line n.a. not available
service. n.y.a. net yet available
For further information phone (03) p preliminary - figure or series subject
615 7769. to revision
r figure or series revised since
PC-TELESTATS Delivers major  cconomic previous issuc
indicator publications rcady to be “ noL applicable
downloaded into your computer on - il or rounded 1o zero
the day of release. _ break in continuity of series (whete a
For further information phone (06) line is drawn between two
252 5408. consecutive figures in the same
_ column, or alongside two or more
Recorded message services figures in consecutive columns).
0055 26400
Consumer Price Index Where figures have been  rounded,
National Accounts discrepancies may occur between sums of the
Balance of Payments componeni items and totals.
Labour Force Estimates
g”f,mgf ;V;e"g b“’;""gj _ STUART JACKSON
stimated Kesident Fopuiation Deputy Commonwealth Statistician
@ Commonwealth of Australia 1994 II’ l”
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